EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 005-20

FOURTH EXECUTIVE ORDER RELATED TO
EXTENDING THE DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY DUETO
THE COVID-19 VIRUS ON THE NAVAJO NATION;
FURTHER EXTENDING THE CLOSURE OF NAVAJO NATION
GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND RELATED ENTITIES

NAVAJO NATION OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT
JUNE 3, 2020

WHEREAS:

{. The President of the Navajo Nation serves as the Chief Executive Officer for the
Fxecutive Branch of the Navajo Nation government with full authority 1o conduct,
supervise, and coordinate personnel and program matlers. 2NN 1003 (A

2. The President shall have the power 1o lssge an executive order for the purpose of
nterpreting, fmplementing or giving admindstrative effect to statutes of the Navajo
Nation in the manner set forth in such statutes, 2NN §1005 (O 14y

3, With the concurrence of the Prosident of the Navaje Nation, the Emergency

Management Commission shall have the power to declare a state of emergency
affecting the Navajo Nation and to obtain, coordinate and oversee assistance, whether
in the form of goods, services, eguipment, motor vehicles, or personnel, from all
Divisions, Departments and Enterprises of the Navajo Nation for use in addressing the
requirements of the People in any declared emergency, 2 NIN.CL§ 884{BH H3Y

4. The Emergency Management Commisston declared an emergency due to the
confirmation of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) w regional areas surrounding the
Navajo Natton. 2 NN.C. § BE4(83(1}, See Emergency Management Commission
resolutions CEM 20-03-11;

3. An Executive Order shall have the force of law upon the reoipent. 2 NN.C. §
TODS(H 14).
THEREFORE:

I, Jonathan Nez, President of the Navajo Nation and I, Myron Lizer, Vice President of the
Navajo Mation, by the authority vested in us, hereby issue the following order:

I, With the Declaration of a State of Emergency by the Emergency Muanagement
Commission, CEM 20-03-11, and Public Health Emergency Orders Mo, 2020-003, No.
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2020.004, No. 2020-005, No. 2020-006, No, 2020-007, No. ”H}'?{) {}:}x Mo, 3{}"’£} 09,
No, 2020-10, No, 2020-11, and No. 2020-12 {ses www o oy LV D
19y the public health state of emergency atfecting iixc Navajo MNaton um?mx and
residents due to confirmation of the spread of the COVID-19 virus in and surrounding
the Navajo Nation 1s oxtended, as such

j- gy :,'i i

a. The Navajo Nation Health Command Operations Center shall continue 1o be staffed
throughout the emergency condition under the direction of David Nez, Health
Command Center Manager with support from Director, Dr. Jill Jim, Navajo
Department of Health; and,

b, The Navajo Department of Emergency Management Emergency Operation Center
shall continue to support the Navajo Health Command Operations Center; and,

¢ All Navajo Nation Branches, Divisions, Doepartments, programs, offices, non-
governance certified Chapters, Enterprises, and Navajo casinos shall comply with
and adhere to directives, instructions, and/or policies coming from the Navajo
Health Command Operations Center as related 1o addressmmg COVID-19

The Navajo Mation previously issued travel restrictions due to COVID-19 which
resiricted or canceled all off-reservation travel, directing all Navajo Nalion cmployess
o return from current offereservation travel, and subsequently, closing government
offices with only limited services which rematn in offect. However, the COVID-19
virus continues (o spread throughout the Navajo Natton at an alarming rate. The action
of the Navajo Nation and swrrounding States, restricting large gathenngs and closure
of government offices, has had effect on the spread of COVID-19 but not 1o the level
to affect the spread on the Navajo Mation, as sucl:

a. All Navajo MNation government offices and eoterprises shall remam closed o
minimize the spread of the corona virus disease. This closure shall extend from June
&, 2020 to July 5, 2020 and only Essential Employees, as determined by respective
Division Directors or enterprise management, shall report to their respective
worksies.

Essential Employees means employees that are necessary o maintain basic, direct
government or eaterprise services either working in their office or telecommuting.
Dhvision Directors and enterprise management shall arrange daily work schedules
for Bssential Employees that ensure a safe work environment and shall supply
necessary office eguipment for telecommuting employees.

Essential Employees shall include those emplovees from, but not limited to, MNavajo
Public Safety, Navajo Fire Department. MNavajo Emergency Medical Services,
Department of Emergency Management, Navajo Division of Natural Resources,
Navajo Division of Finance, Navigo Division of Social Services, Navajo Division
of Human Services, Navajo Division of Community Development, Department of
Diné Education. Office of Management and Budget, Navajo Department of Justice,
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Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Dwvision of General Services, Navajo
Division of Transportation, Navajo Veterans Administration, Navajo Division of
Economic Development, Navajo Environmental Protection Agency, Navajo-Hopi
Land  Commission  Office, Navaje  Nation  Washington  Office,  Navajo
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission Office, Navaio Enterprises, and those
determined by the Branch Chiefs; and,

b, All Non-Essential Navajo Nation govermment emplovees, as determined by the
Davision Director, affected by this Executive Order shall be granted Adminisirative
Leave for the duration of the closure and are expected to refrain from events,
gatherings, or other areas where they may contract COVID-19, and 1o observe and
follow all Public Health Emergency Orders; and.

¢. The closure of Navajo Nation governument offices may be extended beyvond July §,
2828 on the recommendation of the Navajo Health Command Operations Center,
the Navaje Departmuent of Emergency Managoment Operation Center, and the
Navago Epidemioiogy Center.

3 Al Navaje Nation Divisions, Departiments, Programs, Offices, non-govemance
certified Chaptors, Enterprises, and Navago casinos shall follow the divection of the
Public Health Emergency Orders requiring all Navajo oitizens to Hmit their movement
which means staying at home and leaving for Essential Activities only, and comply
with the curfow hours by staving home between the hours of 8100 P.M, and 5:00 AM,
MDT and complving with weckend or other curfew hours.

The Navajo Natien Divisions, Departments, Programs, Offices, non-governance certified
Chapters, Enterprises, and Navajo casings are responsible for implementing and ensuning
compliance with this order.

The provisions of this order shall be tmplemented consistent with the laws of the Navyo
Nation and in a manner that advances the nghest weltare of the People.

EXECUTED this 3% day of June 2020

A A2 . Lo

Jonathan Nez, President ;"vi}{‘.'(m Lizer: ket President
THE NAVAID NATION THE NAVAJO NATION

gt pape 9@%‘% Vi'\m “'?"'&k MM‘Q/
ATTEST: a:»f’*
Doreen N, McePaul, duorney General
Navajo Naton Department of Justice
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